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UNITED STATES. 

National cooperation with local boards for the suppression of smallpox — 
Request from Columbia, S. G. 

At the request of the local board of health of Columbia, S. C, for 
aid in controlling the epidemic of smallpox in that city, the following 
letter of instructions was sent to Passed Assistant Surgeon 0. P. Werten- 
baker at Wilmington, N. C. : 

Washington, D. C, April 28, 1898. 

Sir : I inclose herewith a copy of a letter which was brought to the 
Bureau by Senator Tillman, and acting upon it, a telegram was sent to 
the secretary of the State board of health of South Carolina to indorse 
the request of the local board. A reply has been received to-day stat- 
ing that the State board of health had no objections to sending expert. 

It will be observed that the request is for a competent officer to advise 
and act with the board in stamping out the disease. It is not the pur- 
pose of the Bureau to incur any expenditures in stamping out the dis- 
ease at Columbia, S. C, the principle being held by the Secretary that 
smallpox is a disease which should be stamped out by the local authori- 
ties, and only under very extraordinary circumstances will the Govern- 
ment undertake to do more, and then only in the interest of other 
states. The Bureau has been obliged to refuse financial aid to a num- 
ber of localities and will continue to do so. The Department is willing, 
however, that a medical officer who has had special experience in the 
management of this disease should give the benefit of his experience to 
local officers, and this is the purpose for which you are sent to Colum- 
bia. You are not to take charge ; you are simply to advise and cooper- 
ate with the local board, giving the latter the benefit of your experience 
in these matters. 

With this view, you are hereby ordered to proceed to Columbia and 
to confer with Dr. J. W. Babcock, and as soon as your services of the 

40 407 



April 29, 1898 408 

above character are completed you will return to your station. You 
are directed to nominate an acting assistant surgeon for duty at Wil- 
mington during your temporary absence. 

Eespectfully, yours, Walter Wyman, 

Supervising Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. S. 

Request from Little Bock, Ark. , and reply. 

[Telegram.] 

Little Eock, Aek., April 21, 1898. 

Supervising Surgeon- General, United States 

Marine-Hospital Service, Washington, D. C. : 
Am requested to wire following to you: "Besolved, that the presi- 
dent of this board is hereby authorized and requested to apply to the 
United States Marine- Hospital Service for such assistance as the Gov- 
ernment may be willing to lend toward the suppression of smallpox 
now existing at Little Eock and vicinity. Signed: J. A. Woodson, 
president ; F. J. Ginocchio, secretary, Little Eock board of health. 
Approved, Daniel W. Jones, Governor of Arkansas." Thirty cases in 
pesthouse, 8 in city, 3 in country to-day. 

Gibson, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington, D. C, April 22, 1898. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Gibson, Little Bock, Ark.: 

Government can not give financial assistance, but if desired will send 
officer thoroughly experienced in suppressing the disease to advise and 
confer with board. Please convey this message to board. 

Wyman, 
Supervising Surgeon- General U. S. M. H. 8. 

On receiving the following reply, Passed Assistant Surgeon Magruder 
was directed to proceed to Little Eock to advise with the board : 

[Telegram.] 

Little Eock, Akk., April 22, 1898. 
Supervising Surgeon- General, United States 

Marine- Hospital Service, Washington, D. ft: 
Eesolution of board of health intended as request for Service control 
of outbreak. Board requests officer to be sent anyway. 

Gibson, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington, D. C, April 28, 1898. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Magruder, United States 

Marine-Hospital Service, Memphis, Tenn.: 
Have request from board health and governor Arkansas for Service 
assistance suppression smallpox Little Eock and vicinity. Sent reply. 
Government would not give financial aid, but would send experienced 



